
On May 3rd, 2017, the People of Color Sustainability Collective (PoCSC) and the Asian American 

Pacific Islander Resource Center (AAPIRC) held a joint event in honor of Asian American Pacific 

Islander Heritage Month. The event was titled Rooted in History: Asian American Resilience and 

Sustainability Through Art. At this event we discussed some of the environmental justice issues that 

specifically affect Asian American or Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities in California, such as the 

impacts pollutants have on nail salons workers and how gentrification has affected the Chinatown 

communities in Oakland and San Francisco. We focused on organizations and campaigns that have 

served AAPI communities and are making strides to improve the quality of life for Asian families in 

California. For example, the Asian Pacific Environmental Network has lead numerous successful 

campaigns across California to empower and educate communities, and reduce harmful pollutants. 

We also highlighted some past leaders in Asian American history that have often been overlooked or 

forgotten such as Larry Itliong, a Filipino labor leader in Delano, California and one of the men who 

sparked the United Farm Workers grape strike in 1965. 

The purpose of the Rooted in History event was to celebrate AAPI victories and involvement in 

environmental justice, as well as to understand current issues that are affecting our communities. 

After our presentation, we asked participants to think about their own families and histories of 

connection to land and reflect in a freewrite on one of two questions: 1) What food makes you proud 

of your heritage? 2) Where are your roots? Based on this freewrite, participants created individual art 

pieces that have been joined together to create a larger mural. Each piece is connected with yarn to 

represent the unity and commonalities found between each of our experiences. The theme of Asian 

American Heritage Month is unity in community, and through this connection, we show that each of

us as individuals make up a small piece of a larger community and through this connection we are 

stronger together. 

Our collaborative mural will also be displayed at the Cultural Celebration Night for Asian American 

Heritage Month on Friday, June 2nd from 6pm-8pm in the Colleges Nine and Ten Multipurpose room. 

More information about this event and more can be found on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/pocsustainability/ and https://www.facebook.com/AAPIRC/.  
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